Childcare centers, academies returning to pre-pandemic normality 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Childcare centers and private tutoring academies are getting closer to a return to pre-pandemic normality, as most COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted in Korea including the mask mandate on public transportation amid an overall downtrend in infections. According to the Ministry of Health and Welfare, Tuesday, COVID-19 guidelines for childcare centers were eased starting Monday, with the temperature check requirement abolished except for confirmed cases. Before the eased guidelines were applied, childcare centers had been required to check the temperature of teachers, infants and toddlers more than twice a day.

Childcare centers had also been advised to install partition boards at canteens. This has been changed and is now up to each center, with the guideline of "safe distance" at canteens abolished. 
The mask guideline for teachers has been changed. Teachers had to continue to wear face masks even after the government lifted most of the mandatory indoor mask-wearing rules on Jan. 30. But under the eased guidelines, they are advised to wear masks only on certain occasions, such as if they have symptoms associated with COVID-19 and if they were in close contact with virus patients. 

The requirement for hourly ventilation was changed to every two hours. Similarly, most private extracurricular education businesses, which sometimes applied harsher COVID-19 restrictions than those applied by government schools to prevent infections on their premises, have recently eased their own restrictions. Officials from such enterprises said they decided to ease restrictions, reflecting the government's recent decision to end the mask mandate on public transportation. Student pick-up-drop-off vehicles were categorized as "public transportation," thus the mask mandate remained in place there until the government ended it.

The Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA) said the COVID-19 situation has maintained a downtrend in recent weeks. According to the KDCA data, the number of daily confirmed COVID-19 cases on average reported between Feb. 5 and Feb. 11 stood at 13,550. 
The figure decreased to 9,361 between Feb. 26 and March 4, and to 9,300 between March 12 and March 18. 
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