
 Cause/Effect (‘Focus on Causes’ or ‘Focus on Effects’) Essay
Thesis statement focusing on causes: Bullying behavior  can occur for many reasons, some of which are…(add map)      [topic +CI]
Thesis statement focusing on causes: The fact is that human beings lie for many reasons [topic +CI]
Thesis statement focusing on effects: About three decades after the breakup of the Soviet Union, the effects are still being felt. [topic +CI]
Thesis statement focusing on effects: Many researchers now claim that too much television is not good for kids. They have a point; watching too much TV often does have negative effects on youngsters. [topic +CI]
	Pre-write (listing – one cause > multiple effects OR one effect > multiple causes):




Introduction:

How to:

1. Capture the reader’s interest 

2. Limiting sentences

3. Thesis statement

*Looks like an inverted (upside-down) triangle, moving from general to specific.

Ways to capture the readers’ interest:
· Ask a provocative question or a short series of related questions

· Use an engaging quotation

· Make an unexpected or controversial statement

· State a common belief and then declare a contrary view

· Offer a striking example or description of something

· Provide an unusual fact or statistic

· Tell a brief story or anecdote, perhaps involving a personal experience

· Pose a hypothetical situation

· Define an important term

· Make an interesting analogy (comparison between two things of a different kind or quality)

Write/outline an Introduction paragraph (hook>limiting sentence(s)>thesis):
Body paragraphs:

5 characteristics of body paragraphs:

· Clarity (main point and supporting details of the paragraph are clear)

· Unity (all sentences clearly relate to the main idea of the paragraph and support the topic sentence)

· Development (sufficient details – examples, facts, statistics, etc.)

· Organization (logical pattern of arrangement – time, space, or order of importance/emphasis)

· Coherence (sentences are logically connected to each other and the ideas flow smoothly)

Avoid in body paragraphs:

· Don’t write paragraphs that are overly long or short

· Don’t include more than one idea in each paragraph

· Don’t include general statements that are not supported with specific detail

· Don’t repeat ideas or details unnecessarily in a paragraph

· Don’t be too wordy (i.e. get to the point)

1) Write/outline body paragraph #1:
2) Write/outline body paragraph #2:
3) Write/outline body paragraph #3:
Conclusion:

How to:

1. Summary or restatement/rephrasing of main point/claim/thesis
2. Major deduction (if any)

3. Final statement(s).

*Looks like a triangle, moving from specific to general.

Ways to conclude an essay:

· Discuss the broader implications of your topic and encourage your readers to consider your topic from a new perspective

· Make a prediction

· Offer a recommendation or suggest a course of action

· Use an engaging quotation that reinforces your main point

· Ask a provocative question or short series or related questions

· End with a brief anecdote that reflects your main point

· State your personal opinion or position on the topic

· Invite your readers to relate the topic to their own lives

· Refer back to an anecdote, quotation, question, etc. in your introduction

Don’t do:

· Don’t simply repeat or restate your thesis

· Don’t introduce a new idea that needs further development

· Don’t announce what you have done and don’t apologize

· Don’t create a conclusion that is too long or too short

· Don’t end in an abrupt manner

Write/outline a concluding paragraph:
1

